
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KDHA            Kansas Legislative Report             February 1, 2019 

As the calendar turns to February, the Legislative Session continues to build intensity. Nearly two 
hundred bills have been introduced in the first three weeks of session as committees hold 
hearings and take action on bills. The House and Senate will soon be expected to start debating 
bills as the Turnaround deadline of February 28th inches closer.   

Tax policy continues to be a dominating topic, particularly in the Senate. This week the new 
Senate Select Committee on Federal Tax Code Implementation met to hold hearings and take 
action on SB 22, known as the Federal Windfall Tax Bill. There is a strong desire among many in 
the Senate for the Legislature to act on this bill to prevent state implications due to the federal 
tax cuts passed last year. SB 22 was recommended by the committee and it is expected to be 
debated by the Senate next week. If passed, the bill will be sent to the House Tax Committee, 
where discussions on the federal tax cuts have not been as thorough compared to its 
counterpart in the Senate.  It is unclear exactly what Governor Kelly will do if it reaches her 
desk.  The Governor’s initial comments indicate she would prefer to leave tax policy alone this 
session and wait to see how the federal tax cuts impact states.  

The Joint Legislative Transportation Vision Task Force presented its report to the Legislature this 
week. The 44-page report covered many topics but states a stable transportation system is 
crucial for the state, but the $2B in transfers since 2011 have crippled the T-Works program. The 
committee recommended the completion of T-Works as the top priority in a new program. 
Other expansion projects will be outlined and prioritized by the Kansas Department of 
Transportation. In the coming days, a number of legislative bills will drop in the House and 
Senate to begin discussions on possible funding sources for a new program. Traditionally, it has 
taken two years to pass a new comprehensive transportation plan, as the many moving parts 
take significant time to come together.  

The Senate Ways & Means Committee took the first shot at recommending a bill (SB 9) that 
would repay KPERS payments delayed from 2016. At the time, the Legislature reduced the 
employer contributions that would have to be paid back with interest. The Senate may debate 



this bill next week. This move comes as a contrast to Governor Kelly’s amortization plan for 
KPERS, which has met criticism since its announcement.  

The KDHA Advocacy Day promoting dental therapy went well. Dozens of attendees met with 
members of the House Health & Human Services Committee and Senate Public Health & Welfare 
Committee. There was also focus on freshman legislators that had not been exposed to the 
debate since they took office. Visits yielding mostly positive support for the bill. The KDHA lobby 
team is working to have a hearing schedule for the bill. The Dental Association’s change to 
opposition on the bill they supported last year proves problematic, however the larger obstacle 
is the possibility the bill could be amendable to Medicaid Expansion.   
 
The House and Senate are not likely going to allow a debate on Medicaid expansion, which could 
cause problems for other healthcare related bills to move in the process. Contrary to other 
sessions, Governor Kelly will welcome the bill and not veto it, removing the safeguard previously 
provided by Governor Brownback.  
 
Thank you and please see below for the bill matrix.  

Travis Lowe 

 

 

 

Bill Number 
and Sponsor Bill Subject Current Status Last Action 

SB 2 

Jim Denning, R-8th 

Establishing the federal medical assistance percentage 
stabilization fund; limiting transfers from such fund, 
specified uses 

In Senate Ways and 
Means 

01/15/2019 - Senate 
Referred to Ways and 
Means 

 

SB 11 

Robert G. (Bob) Bethell 
Joint Committee on Home 

and Community Based 
Services and KanCare 

Oversight 

Establishing the licensure of dental therapists In Senate Public Health 
and Welfare 

01/15/2019 - Senate 
Referred to Public 
Health and Welfare 

   

 

SB 54 

Senate Ways and Means 
Committee 

Establishing the KanCare bridge to a healthy Kansas 
program 

In Senate Public Health 
and Welfare 

01/30/2019 - Senate 
Referred to Public 
Health and Welfare 

   

http://kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/SB2/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/SB11/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/SB54/


 

HB 2011 

Nick Hoheisel, R-97th 

Sales tax exemption for required textbooks In House Taxation 01/15/2019 - House 
Referred to Taxation    

 

HB 2102 

House Appropriations 
Committee 

Establishing the KanCare bridge to a healthy Kansas 
program 

In House 
Appropriations 

01/30/2019 - House 
Referred to 
Appropriations 

   

 

http://kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/HB2011/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2019_20/measures/HB2102/

